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Baseline study 4 2009 English in Action is a pivotal research initiative conducted to assess the
initial conditions of English language proficiency and program implementation within specific regions
targeted by the English in Action project. This comprehensive baseline study laid the groundwork for
measuring progress, identifying challenges, and guiding future interventions aimed at enhancing
English language skills among learners and educators.

Understanding the Purpose of the Baseline Study 4 2009

What is a Baseline Study?

A baseline study is a systematic collection of data conducted at the beginning of a project or
intervention. Its primary purpose is to establish a clear understanding of the existing conditions,
skills, knowledge, or behaviors before implementing new programs or policies. For English in Action,

the baseline study aimed to evaluate the initial level of English proficiency, access to learning
resources, and the capacity of teachers and students.

Specific Objectives of the 2009 Baseline Study
The 2009 baseline study for English in Action sought to:
- Assess the initial English language skills of learners and teachers
- Identify existing resources and infrastructure for English education
- Understand learners? attitudes and motivation toward learning English
- Evaluate the current teaching methodologies and materials used in classrooms

- Gather demographic data relevant to program planning

These objectives provided a comprehensive picture of the starting point for the project, enabling
targeted interventions and effective monitoring of progress over time.

Scope and Methodology of the Study

Geographical Coverage

The 2009 baseline study predominantly focused on regions where English in Action was planned to
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be implemented. These regions included urban and rural areas, ensuring a diverse representation of
learners across different socio-economic backgrounds.

Participants and Sampling

The study involved:
- Students from various age groups, typically ranging from primary to secondary levels
- English teachers and educators actively involved in teaching English

- Parents and community members to gauge external influences on learning

A stratified sampling method was employed to ensure that data collected accurately reflected the
population's diversity.

Data Collection Techniques
The study utilized multiple methods including:
- Structured questionnaires for learners, teachers, and parents
- Classroom observations to assess teaching practices and resource availability
- Language proficiency tests for learners and teachers
- Focus group discussions to gather qualitative insights

- Review of existing educational materials and infrastructure

The combination of quantitative and qualitative data provided a nuanced understanding of the initial
conditions.

Key Findings of the 2009 Baseline Study

English Language Proficiency Levels

The study revealed that:
- A significant proportion of students had limited English proficiency, especially in rural areas
- Teachers often lacked adequate training in effective English teaching methodologies

- Many learners struggled with basic vocabulary and sentence structures

These findings underscored the need for targeted teacher training and resource development.
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Resource Availability and Infrastructure
The study highlighted disparities such as:
- Limited access to English textbooks and learning materials
- Insufficient audio-visual aids and technological resources in classrooms
- Inadequate classroom facilities, particularly in remote regions
Addressing these gaps was identified as crucial for improving learning outcomes.
Attitudes and Motivation Toward Learning English
Findings indicated:
- Positive attitudes among students towards learning English, viewing it as a valuable skill
- Motivation influenced heavily by the perceived relevance of English for future employment
- Some cultural and societal factors affected learners? enthusiasm and confidence
Understanding motivation helped tailor engagement strategies for learners.
Teaching Practices and Methodologies
Classroom observations showed:
- Over-reliance on rote memorization rather than communicative approaches
- Limited use of interactive and student-centered teaching methods
- Need for professional development to enhance pedagogical skills
The study emphasized the importance of capacity-building initiatives.
Implications of the Baseline Study for English in Action

Program Design and Implementation

The data from the baseline study informed the development of tailored interventions, including:

- Designing teacher training programs focused on communicative language teaching
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- Developing and distributing relevant and accessible learning materials

- Upgrading classroom infrastructure and integrating technology where feasible

- Engaging communities to foster supportive environments for English learning
Monitoring and Evaluation
Establishing clear benchmarks allowed for:

- Tracking progress over time through subsequent assessments

- Adjusting strategies based on ongoing feedback and findings

- Ensuring accountability and measuring the overall impact of the program
Challenges Identified
The study also revealed obstacles such as:

- Geographical and infrastructural barriers in remote areas

- Limited capacity of teachers to deliver modern pedagogical approaches

- Cultural perceptions and societal attitudes influencing learner motivation
Addressing these challenges became a priority in the subsequent phases of the project.
Long-term Impact and Follow-up Studies
The initial insights from the 2009 baseline study served as a foundation for future assessments.

Follow-up studies tracked progress, identified emerging issues, and evaluated the effectiveness of
interventions. Over time, the data helped to:

- Refine training modules and resource distribution strategies
- Scale successful practices across wider regions
- Enhance community engagement and policy support for English education

The iterative process of baseline assessments and follow-up evaluations was central to the success
of the English in Action program.

Conclusion

The baseline study 4 2009 English in Action was a crucial step in understanding the initial landscape
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of English language education in targeted regions. By systematically capturing data on proficiency
levels, resources, teaching practices, and attitudes, the study provided actionable insights that
shaped program strategies. Its findings underscored the importance of capacity building, resource
allocation, and community involvement in achieving sustainable improvements in English language
skills. As a foundational element, the 2009 baseline study continues to influence ongoing efforts to
enhance English education and empower learners across diverse contexts.

Final Thoughts

For organizations, educators, and policymakers interested in language development programs, the
2009 baseline study offers valuable lessons in the importance of thorough initial assessments.
Accurate baseline data not only facilitates effective planning but also ensures that progress can be
objectively measured, making it an indispensable component of successful educational interventions
like English in Action.

Keywords: Baseline study 4 2009, English in Action, English language proficiency, educational
assessment, program monitoring, teacher training, resource development, language education, rural
and urban learners, impact evaluation

Baseline Study 4 2009 English in Action: An In-Depth Exploration
Introduction

Baseline Study 4 2009 English in Action represents a critical milestone in the evaluation of English
language programs in Bangladesh. Conducted by a consortium of researchers and educational
experts, this comprehensive assessment aimed to establish a clear understanding of the initial
conditions of English proficiency, access, and teaching quality before the implementation of the
English in Action (EIA) project?s more advanced phases. As Bangladesh continues its pursuit of
economic growth and globalization, English language proficiency has become a vital skill for its
youth, workforce, and broader society. This baseline study provides invaluable data to measure
progress, inform policy, and refine strategies for enhancing English education nationwide.

Understanding the Context: Bangladesh and the Need for English Proficiency

Bangladesh, a South Asian country with a population exceeding 160 million, has long grappled with
the challenge of improving English language education. Despite the widespread recognition of
English as the language of international commerce, science, and diplomacy, access to quality

instruction remains uneven, especially in rural and underserved urban areas.

The country?s educational landscape is characterized by:
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- Variability in teaching quality and resources.

- A curriculum traditionally focused on rote memorization rather than communicative competence.
- Limited exposure to authentic English language use outside classroom settings.

- Socioeconomic disparities that influence access to quality education.

In this context, the government and development agencies initiated programs like English in Action
to bridge these gaps, improve language skills, and equip young Bangladeshis for global
opportunities.

What is English in Action?

English in Action (EIA) is a large-scale, multi-year educational initiative launched in Bangladesh with
the goal of improving English language skills among secondary school students, teachers, and the
broader community. The project emphasizes a communicative approach, integrating technology,
training, and curriculum innovations to foster practical language use.

Key features of EIA include:

- Providing multimedia resources and interactive teaching methods.

- Training teachers in student-centered, communicative approaches.

- Engaging students through real-life communication scenarios.

- Incorporating community outreach to extend benefits beyond schools.

The 2009 baseline study was designed to establish the starting point of these efforts, assessing
existing conditions before intensive program interventions.

Scope and Objectives of Baseline Study 4 2009

The baseline study aimed to gather quantitative and qualitative data across various dimensions to
serve as a benchmark for subsequent impact assessments. Its core objectives included:

- Measuring students? current English proficiency levels.

- Assessing the quality of English teaching and teacher qualifications.

- Understanding access and exposure to English language resources.

- Identifying disparities based on geography, gender, and socioeconomic status.

- Gathering insights into students' attitudes and motivation towards learning English.

By establishing this comprehensive snapshot, stakeholders could track progress, identify
challenges, and tailor interventions more effectively.
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Methodology: How Was the Study Conducted?

The robustness of any baseline study hinges on its methodology. For EIA?s 2009 assessment,
researchers employed a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative surveys with qualitative
interviews and classroom observations.

Sampling Strategy

- Selection of districts: The study covered multiple districts representing different regions, urban
and rural areas, and socio-economic backgrounds.

- School sampling: A stratified random sampling method was employed to select schools,
ensuring diversity in school types (government, private, NGO-run).

- Participant selection: Students from grades 6 to 10, teachers, and school administrators
participated to provide a comprehensive picture.

Data Collection Tools

- Standardized English proficiency tests: Designed to assess listening, speaking, reading, and
writing skills.

- Questionnaires: Gathered data on students? background, motivation, and resource access.

- Teacher interviews: Explored qualifications, training history, and pedagogical approaches.

- Classroom observations: Documented teaching practices, student engagement, and resource
availability.
Data Analysis
Collected data were analyzed using statistical software, with findings presented in tables, charts,
and narrative summaries. Qualitative insights provided context and nuance to the quantitative
results.

Key Findings from the 2009 Baseline Study

The results painted a detailed picture of the state of English education in Bangladesh at that time.
Some of the most significant findings include:

Student English Proficiency

- Overall proficiency levels: A significant proportion of students scored at beginner or intermediate
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levels, with many struggling to communicate effectively in English.

- Listening and speaking skills: These were notably weaker compared to reading and writing,
highlighting the lack of authentic conversational exposure.

- Grade-level disparities: Higher grades generally correlated with better proficiency, but gaps
remained wide, especially in rural areas.

- Gender differences: Slightly higher proficiency levels were observed among male students,
though the gap was narrowing.

Teaching Quality and Resources

- Teacher qualifications: A considerable number of English teachers lacked formal training in
language teaching methodologies.

- Pedagogical practices: Predominantly teacher-centered, with limited use of interactive or
student-centered techniques.

- Resource availability: Many schools lacked adequate teaching aids, audio-visual tools, or
access to authentic English materials.

Access and Exposure

- Curriculum content: Focused heavily on grammar and vocabulary, with less emphasis on
communication skills.

- Extracurricular exposure: Limited opportunities for students to practice English outside
classroom hours.

- Community engagement: Minimal involvement of parents or community members in supporting
English learning.

Attitudes and Motivation
- Student motivation: Generally positive but hindered by perceived difficulty and lack of
confidence.
- Parental support: Varies widely, often dependent on awareness and socioeconomic status.
- Perception of English: Seen as a valuable skill but also as a challenging subject.

Implications and Recommendations

The 2009 baseline study?s findings underscored the need for multifaceted interventions. Key
recommendations included:
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- Teacher Training: Implementing comprehensive professional development programs focused on
communicative teaching methods.

- Curriculum Reform: Shifting from rote learning to more interactive and communicative
approaches.

- Resource Enhancement: Investing in teaching aids, technology, and access to authentic
language materials.

- Community Engagement: Raising awareness among parents and local stakeholders about the
importance of English.

- Monitoring and Evaluation: Establishing ongoing assessment mechanisms to track progress and
adapt strategies.

The Role of the Baseline in Shaping EIA?s Future

The data from 2009 served as a vital reference point for the entire EIA project. It enabled
stakeholders to:

- Set measurable targets based on actual starting conditions.

- Design targeted interventions addressing identified gaps.

- Allocate resources more effectively.

- Develop tailored training modules for teachers.

- Foster a culture of continuous assessment and improvement.

Over subsequent years, follow-up evaluations have demonstrated tangible progress in many areas,
validating the importance of the initial baseline data.

Challenges and Limitations
While comprehensive, the study faced certain limitations:

- Data reliability: Some responses, especially self-reported data, could be influenced by social
desirability bias.

- Coverage: Despite efforts, some remote or marginalized schools might have been
underrepresented.

- Changing dynamics: Rapid social and economic changes in Bangladesh mean that baseline
data may need periodic updates to remain relevant.

Conclusion

Baseline Study 4 2009 English in Action stands as a foundational document in Bangladesh?s
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journey toward improving English language proficiency. Its meticulous approach and detailed
findings laid the groundwork for targeted, evidence-based interventions that continue to shape the
country?s educational landscape. As Bangladesh advances, ongoing assessments inspired by this
initial baseline will remain crucial in ensuring that the nation?s youth are equipped with the language
skills necessary to thrive in an interconnected world.

QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of the Baseline Study 4 2009 conducted for English in
Action? The purpose of the Baseline Study 4 2009 for English in Action was to assess the initial
English language proficiency and communication skills of participants before the program's
intervention, establishing a reference point to measure future progress and impact. How does the
Baseline Study 4 2009 influence the implementation of the English in Action program? The study
provides critical data on learners' existing skills, enabling program designers to tailor activities and
resources effectively, and to set realistic targets for improvement based on the initial assessment
results. What were the key findings of the Baseline Study 4 2009 for English in Action? The study
revealed that participants had limited English proficiency, especially in speaking and listening skills,
highlighting the need for targeted interventions to improve communicative competence among
learners. In what ways has the Baseline Study 4 2009 impacted subsequent evaluations of the
English in Action program? By providing an initial benchmark, the baseline study has allowed
evaluators to measure changes over time, assess the effectiveness of program activities, and make
data-driven decisions for future program improvements. Is the data from the Baseline Study 4 2009
still relevant for current English in Action assessments? While the baseline data offers valuable
historical insights, ongoing evaluations and newer studies are necessary to reflect current participant
skills and the evolving impact of the program, ensuring assessments remain relevant and accurate.

Related keywords: baseline study, 2009, English in Action, language skills assessment,

educational research, program evaluation, Bangladesh education, language learning impact, survey
methodology, English proficiency, instructional program analysis
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george bernard shaw spoken english broken english ? these words might
sound like

an unusual combination at ?rst glance. However, when we delve deeper into the life and
thoughts of George Bernard Shaw, one of the most in?uential playwrights and critics of
the English language, this phrase opens a fascinating window into language learning,
communication styles, and the nuances of spoken English. Shaw?s relationship with
English was complex, and understanding how "spoken English" and "broken English"
interact in his context provides valuable insights for learners and enthusiasts alike.
Who Was George Bernard Shaw and Why Does His English

Matter?

George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) was an Irish playwright, critic, and polemicist whose
works remain celebrated for their wit, social commentary, and linguistic precision. Shaw?s
mastery of English was not just literary but deeply rooted in the spoken form of the
language, making his perspective especially relevant for anyone engaged in learning or
teaching English.

Unlike many of his contemporaries, Shaw believed in the adaptability and evolution of
English. He was an advocate for phonetic spelling reform, aiming to simplify English
spelling to re?ect its pronunciation better. This highlights Shaw?s engagement not only
with ?proper? written English but also with how language is used in everyday speech,
which often includes what some may call ?broken English.?

Understanding Spoken English and Broken English
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What is Spoken English?

Spoken English refers to the version of the English language used in everyday
conversation. It often includes colloquialisms, contractions, regional accents, and informal
grammatical structures. Unlike the formal written English found in books or o?cial
documents, spoken English is ?uid, dynamic, and heavily in?uenced by context.

What is Broken English?

Broken English generally describes English that is spoken with grammatical errors,
mispronunciations, or incomplete sentences. It?s commonly associated with non-native
speakers who are still mastering the language. However, broken English is more than just
?incorrect? language; it re?ects a real attempt at communication despite linguistic
barriers and can be a stepping stone toward ?uency.

George Bernard Shaw?s Views on English Language and
Communication

Shaw?s interest in the spoken form of English was not merely academic. He recognized
the importance of clear communication and was critical of the rigid, elitist attitudes

toward language that often alienated non-native speakers or those less familiar with
?standard? English.

Language as a Living, Breathing Entity

Shaw famously stated, ?England and America are two countries separated by the same
language.? This witty observation underscores the variations within spoken English across

regions and social classes. For Shaw, language was alive, changing, and adapting to the
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needs of its speakers. He saw broken English not as a ?aw but as a natural phase in
language acquisition and evolution.

Advocacy for Phonetic Spelling and Clear Pronunciation

One of Shaw?s most enduring legacies is his campaign for English spelling reform. He
argued that the irregularities in English spelling hindered learners and speakers,
contributing to the prevalence of broken English. By simplifying spelling and aligning it
more closely with pronunciation, Shaw believed learners could improve their spoken
English more rapidly and con?dently.

Lessons from Shaw for English Learners Dealing with Spoken and
Broken English

Embrace Imperfection as Part of Learning

One of the key takeaways from Shaw?s approach is that speaking ?perfect? English should
not be the initial goal for learners. Instead, embracing broken English as a natural part of
the journey can reduce anxiety and encourage more practice. Communication is about
being understood, not about ?awless grammar.

Focus on Pronunciation and Clarity

Shaw?s emphasis on phonetics reminds learners to pay attention to how words sound, not
just how they are written. Practicing pronunciation using phonetic tools or audio resources
can help reduce misunderstandings and boost con?dence in spoken English.

Understand Cultural and Regional Variations
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Spoken English varies widely across di?erent countries and regions. Shaw?s observation
about the di?erences between British and American English serves as a reminder that
there is no single ?correct? way to speak. Recognizing these variations can help learners
become more adaptable and better communicators.

How to Improve Spoken English While Navigating Broken English
Improving spoken English, especially if you currently speak what might be considered
broken English, involves several practical steps. Here are some tips inspired by the
insights drawn from Shaw?s views and modern language learning principles:

Practice Regularly: Engage in daily conversations with native or ?uent
speakers

to build con?dence and ?uency.

Listen Actively: Watch movies, listen to podcasts, and pay attention to natural
2.

speech patterns, intonation, and rhythm.

Use Phonetic Tools: Apps and dictionaries with phonetic spelling help improve
3.

pronunciation accuracy.

Record Yourself: Recording your speech and comparing it to native speakers
can

highlight areas for improvement.
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Learn Common Phrases: Familiarity with idiomatic expressions and common
5.

collocations enhances natural spoken English.

Don?t Fear Mistakes: Every error is a step closer to better language skills; keep
6.

practicing without hesitation.

The Impact of George Bernard Shaw on Modern English Learning

Today, educators and language enthusiasts continue to be inspired by Shaw?s progressive
views on language. His recognition that broken English is part of the learning process

aligns with contemporary language acquisition theories emphasizing communicative
competence over strict grammatical accuracy.

Shaw?s advocacy for phonetic spelling reform, although never fully realized, has

in?uenced modern English teaching tools that focus on phonics and pronunciation. Many
English language courses now prioritize spoken communication and real-world interaction,
re?ecting Shaw?s belief in language as a living, evolving tool.

Shaw?s Legacy in Language Inclusivity

Perhaps one of Shaw?s most enduring contributions is his implicit call for inclusivity in

language use. By challenging the elitism attached to ?proper? English, he paved the way

for a more open, accessible approach to language learning?one that values all forms of

English, including spoken English from diverse backgrounds and broken English as a sign
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of e?ort and progress.

This perspective encourages teachers and learners alike to foster environments where
mistakes are welcomed as learning opportunities and where communication is valued
above perfection.

Exploring the phrase george bernard shaw spoken english broken english reveals much
about how language functions in society and education. Shaw?s insights remind us that
mastering English is not about erasing one?s accent or avoiding errors but about
embracing the richness of communication in all its forms. Whether you are a beginner
navigating broken English or an advanced speaker re?ning your ?uency, the lessons
drawn from Shaw?s relationship with the language o?er encouragement and practical
guidance to keep moving forward.

Question

Answer

Who was George Bernard

Shaw and why is he signi?cant

in literature?

George Bernard Shaw was an Irish playwright, critic,

and polemicist known for his sharp wit and

contributions to English literature, particularly in

drama. He won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1925.

Did George Bernard Shaw
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advocate for the use of spoken

English or broken English?

George Bernard Shaw was a strong advocate for
reforming English spelling and pronunciation to make it
more logical and accessible, but he promoted clear and
e?ective communication rather than endorsing broken
English.

What is meant by 'broken

English' in the context of

spoken English?

'‘Broken English' refers to English that is grammatically
incorrect or fragmented, often spoken by non-native
speakers who are still learning the language.

How did George Bernard Shaw

in?uence the way English is

spoken or learned?

Shaw in?uenced English through his advocacy for
spelling reform and phonetic alphabets, aiming to
simplify English learning and pronunciation, which

indirectly a?ects spoken English education.

Vol. 2022, Issue 9
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Are there examples of George

Bernard Shaw?s own use of

spoken or broken English in his

works?

Shaw's works typically use sophisticated and well-
structured English, but he often included characters
who spoke in dialects or imperfect English to re?ect
social realities or for comedic e?ect.

Why is George Bernard Shaw

associated with discussions

about spoken English and

broken English?

Shaw is associated with these discussions because of

his interest in language reform and his portrayal of
diverse speech patterns in his plays, highlighting
issues of communication and social class.

What was George Bernard

Shaw's opinion on English

pronunciation and spelling?

Shaw criticized the irregularities of English spelling and

pronunciation and supported a phonetic alphabet to

Vol. 2022, Issue 9
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make English spelling more consistent and easier to

learn.

Can studying George Bernard

Shaw's plays help improve

spoken English skills?

Yes, studying Shaw's plays can improve spoken English

by exposing learners to rich vocabulary, varied
sentence structures, and di?erent accents and
dialects, enhancing listening and speaking skills.
How does George Bernard

Shaw?s approach to language

di?er from simply using broken

English?

Shaw aimed to improve clarity and accessibility in
English through reform, whereas broken English
typically refers to incorrect or incomplete language use
without a formal system behind it.

What lessons can English

learners take from George

Bernard Shaw regarding

Vol. 2022, Issue 9
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language use?

English learners can learn the importance of clear

communication, the value of understanding di?erent

accents and dialects, and the idea that language can

evolve and be adapted for easier learning, inspired by

Shaw?s advocacy.

George Bernard Shaw Spoken English Broken English: A Linguistic Exploration

george bernard shaw spoken english broken english remains a fascinating
subject

for linguists, literary critics, and English language learners alike. Shaw, an iconic
playwright and critic, famously championed the reform of English pronunciation and the
democratization of the language. His attitude toward ?broken English? and the nuances of
spoken English re?ect broader cultural and social dynamics that continue to in?uence the
way English is taught and perceived globally. This article seeks to analyze Shaw?s
relationship with spoken English and broken English, exploring how his views resonate in
contemporary discussions on language, identity, and education.

George Bernard Shaw and the Evolution of Spoken English

George Bernard Shaw was not only a playwright but also a reformer deeply invested in
the English language. His contributions extend beyond literature into the realm of
phonetics and language standardization. Shaw's advocacy for phonetic spelling reform,

famously embodied in his support for the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA),
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underscored his desire to make English more accessible and logical. This reformist zeal
was partly motivated by his observations of the disparities between spoken English and its
often irregular written form.

In the context of spoken English, Shaw?s stance was nuanced. He recognized the diversity
of English accents and dialects, which often led to the stigmatization of what was
perceived as ?broken English.? Shaw argued that these variations were not signs of
linguistic de?ciency but rather markers of cultural identity and social background. His
famous quip, "England and America are two countries separated by a common language,”
highlights his awareness of the complexities inherent in English communication.

Shaw?s Critique of ?Broken English?

The term ?broken English? typically refers to non-standard, grammatically incomplete, or
phonetically irregular English spoken by learners or speakers from diverse backgrounds.
Shaw?s critique was less about condemning broken English and more about challenging
the rigidity of linguistic norms that marginalized non-standard speakers. He viewed

broken English as a natural step in the language acquisition process and argued for
patience and inclusivity.

Shaw?s literary works occasionally incorporate characters who speak in non-standard
English, re?ecting his understanding of language as a living, evolving entity. This
approach subtly critiques the social hierarchies embedded in language use, where spoken
English often becomes a gatekeeper of social mobility.

The Impact of Shaw?s Views on Modern English Language
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Learning

In contemporary English language teaching (ELT), the tension between spoken English
and broken English remains a critical issue. Shaw?s progressive views anticipated many
modern pedagogical approaches that emphasize communicative competence over strict
grammatical accuracy. His perspective aligns with the growing acceptance of World
Englishes, where diverse English varieties are recognized and valued.

From Prescriptivism to Descriptivism

Traditional English teaching has often favored prescriptive norms, promoting a
standardized form of English that marginalizes broken or non-native varieties. Shaw?s
advocacy for ?exibility and phonetic clarity pre?gured the shift toward descriptivism in
linguistics?a recognition that language evolves naturally and should be described rather
than prescribed.

In this light, ?broken English? is no longer dismissed but seen as a legitimate form of
expression, especially in multilingual contexts. This shift helps reduce linguistic prejudice
and supports learners in gaining con?dence in their spoken English skills.

Phonetics and Pronunciation: Lessons from Shaw

One of Shaw?s most enduring legacies in the realm of spoken English is his emphasis on
phonetics. He famously commissioned the creation of the Shavian alphabet, an alternative
phonetic script designed to simplify English spelling. While the Shavian alphabet never

gained widespread adoption, Shaw?s focus on phonetics underscores the importance of
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pronunciation in mastering spoken English.

For language learners struggling with the irregularities of English spelling and
pronunciation, Shaw?s approach o?ers valuable insights. Emphasizing sound over spelling
can alleviate the frustration associated with learning English as a second language and
reduce the stigma attached to broken English.

Broader Cultural Implications of Broken English

The concept of broken English extends beyond grammar and pronunciation into the
realms of identity, power, and social inclusion. Shaw?s recognition of linguistic diversity
anticipated current debates about linguistic imperialism and language rights.

Broken English and Social Identity

Speakers of broken English often face social stigmatization, which can a?ect their
opportunities in education, employment, and social integration. Shaw?s empathetic
understanding of language diversity challenges these prejudices by promoting respect for
all forms of English speech.

Language as a Tool for Empowerment

By advocating for phonetic reform and linguistic inclusivity, Shaw implicitly supported the
idea that language should empower rather than exclude. Broken English, when
approached constructively, represents a bridge toward fuller participation in global
discourse, especially for non-native English speakers.

Analyzing the Pros and Cons of Embracing Broken English in

Communication
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Pros:

Encourages linguistic diversity and cultural expression.

Reduces anxiety and barriers for English language learners.

Fosters a more inclusive environment in multicultural settings.

Re?ects natural language evolution and real-world communication.

4.

cons:

May lead to misunderstandings in formal or professional contexts.

Risks reinforcing stereotypes or negative perceptions if not contextualized

properly.

Challenges standardization e?orts in education and publishing.

Potentially hinders mastery of formal English required in certain ?elds.

Vol. 2022, Issue 9



BASELINE STUDY 4 2009 ENGLISH IN ACTION Ebook Vol. 2022, Issue 9

Balancing Standard English and Broken English

Finding an equilibrium between embracing broken English and maintaining pro?ciency in
standard English remains a challenge for educators and communicators. Shaw?s vision
suggests that the goal should not be the eradication of broken English but the cultivation
of mutual intelligibility and respect.

Contemporary Re?ections on Shaw?s Language Philosophy

Today, George Bernard Shaw?s ideas about spoken English and broken English gain
renewed relevance amid globalization and the rise of English as a lingua franca. His
insistence on phonetic clarity and linguistic inclusivity encourages a pragmatic approach
to language teaching and communication.

Moreover, the digital age?with its informal communication styles and global
interactions?has normalized many forms of broken English. Social media platforms and
international business dialogues frequently showcase non-standard English variants,
demonstrating the ?uidity and adaptability of the language.

Ultimately, Shaw?s legacy invites ongoing dialogue about how language shapes identity
and access. His engagement with spoken English and broken English reminds us that
language is not a static monument but a dynamic tool re?ecting human diversity.
Through this lens, George Bernard Shaw?s contributions transcend literature and
phonetics, o?ering profound insights into the evolving nature of English and the

importance of embracing linguistic plurality in a connected world.
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